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RESOLUTION

ResDlutiDn Df the CDunty ofAllegheny CDmmonwealth Df Pennsylvania urging the committees
Df the Pennsylvania General Assembly to cDnsider and its members to pass the Landslide
Assistance Insurance Program Act Senate Bill 364 and House Bill 215 with all due htste to

protect residents Df Pennsylvania from landslide damage through thecreatiDn of the L lide
Insurance and Assistance Program within the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency

WHEREAS according to the Pennsylvania Department DfCDnservatiOll and Natuml
ResDurces DCNR landslides are respDnsible fDr causing damag to transpDrtatiDn rDutes

utilities and buildings and create travel delays and other side effects while mDst are mDderate to

SIDW mDving they damage things rather than peDple and

WHEREAS damage frDm landslides can still be significant backyard landslides
cDmmDn in the Pittsburgh area are usually repaired incompletely Dr nDt at all cost estimates Df

several hundred thDusand dollars fDr stabilizatiDn and repair ofalandslide affecting twO Dr three

properties are typical which Dften results in the abandDnment ofthe prDperty and

WHEREAS urban and rural land development is increasing both the number of

landslides thrDugh the placement Df fill to mDdify aslDpe construction activities on the lower

parts Df slopes and through changing Df the drainage Dr moisture conditions Df a slope
landslides can also be triggered by extreme amDunts ofrainfall rain Dn snDw events Dr high sDil
moisture frDm long periDds Df moderately high rainfall and

WHEREAS although SDuthwestern Pennsylvania has the highest cDncentration of
landslides much Df the state has susceptible areas making landslides a CDncern fDr the entire
CDmmDnwealth aUS GeDIDgical Survey landslide inventory map shows mDre than 1 200
recent and 900 DId sides Dn Dne map in Green County while astudy by the Pennsylvania
GeDIDgical Survey mapped 480 recent and active landslides and nearly 1 000 oldlandslides in
the WilliamspDrt area in nDrthcentral Pennsylvania and

WHEREAS Dutside the southwest high susceptibility areas are smaller and have more

varied geDlogy and tDpDgraphy mDst highways in all regiDns Df the state have sections cut in
rock Dr sDil that can fail in the northern part Df the state stream bank and lake bluff slumps
DCCur where unstable glacial and glacial lake sediments are present and

WHEREAS landslides have a large CDSt to the CDmmDnwealth aPennDOT estiJ11ate in
1991 showed an average Df 10 milliDn per year in landside repair contracts acrDssthe state a

U S GeDIDgical Survey study found that public and private cDstsoflandsliding in Alleghepy
CDunty alDne over a six year period Df 1970 to 1976 averaged at least 4 million per year and

WHEREAS landslidedan1age caused by flooding is not covered by the National Flood
Insurance PrOgram and while damage caused by mining practices is cDvered by the COllI and
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Clay Mine Subsidence Insurance Fund and mudslide damage is covered by the National Flood

Insurance Program other types of landslide damage are not usually covered by insurance

The Council ofthe County ofAllegheny hereby resolves asfollows

SECTION 1

Allegheny County supports the Landslide Assistance Insurance Program Act and urges the
committees ofthe Pennsylvania General Assembly to consider and its members to pass the

legislation Senate Bill 364 and House Bill 215 with all due haste toprotect residents of

Pennsylvania from landslide damage through the creation ofthe Landslide Insurance and
Assistance Program within the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency

SECTION 2

Copies ofthis Resolution shall be transmitted to the Governor ofthe Commonwealth the
Members of the General Assembly from Allegheny County and the leadership in the Senate a4d
House ofRepresentatives to express this County s support of the establishment ofthe Landslide
Assistance Insurance Program Act Copy shall also be provided to the County
Commissioners Association ofPennsylvania

SECTION 3 Ifanyprovision ofthis Resolution shallBe determined to 1Je

unlawful invalid void or unenforceable then that provision shtlll he considered

severablefrom the remainingprovisions of this Resolution which shallbe in fllllforce
and effect

SECTION 4 Any RestHtltion or Ordinance orpartthereofconfllclilJg wMJi jt

provisions ofthis Resolution is hereby repealed sofar as the Slime affects this
Resolution

SPONSORED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS CLEARY REA PRESIDENT
FITZGERALD
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Enacted in Council this day ofJ R 2005

Council Agenda No

tJl3e of

uBP
President of CouBeil

Attest
John Mascio

Chief Clerk of Council
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Approved
Dan Onorato
Chief Exeeutive

Attest
DonnaBeltz

Executive s Secre


