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Proclamation

WHEREAS, the 16th annual YWCA Racial Justice Awards were held on November 30, 2007 at the Omni William Penn Hotel to honor remarkable women, men, and organizations that have made lasting contributions to the Pittsburgh area by helping to eliminate racial inequity in everyday life; and

WHEREAS, Reed Smith LLP was honored in the category of Legal for recognizing that diversity at all levels is vital to the success of the firm and the firm’s clients, and for placing a great emphasis on creating such a culture throughout all of its offices; and

WHEREAS, with more than 1,500 attorneys and with 21 offices on three continents, Reed Smith is one of the 15 largest law firms in the world.  Founded in Pittsburgh in 1877, it began by serving industrial giants such as Mellon, Carnegie, and Frick, and continues to serve clients ranging from start-up entrepreneurs to Fortune 500 companies; and
WHEREAS, Reed Smith has made the recruitment, retention, and promotion of women and diverse attorneys a top priority by launching a Diversity Committee. Through programs such as diversity retreats and the Women’s Career Advancement Initiative, the Committee has been able to provide the encouragement and support necessary for professional growth, garnering them the title of the Sara Lee Corporation’s preferred legal provider, the Hispanic National Bar Association’s Law Firm of the Year Award, and the Thomas L. Sager Award for the Western Region; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council, on behalf of the citizens of Allegheny County, hereby commends Reed Smith for its dedication and commitment to leadership and service which has earned it this distinguished honor and serves as an inspiration to this Council and the citizens of Allegheny County.  

Sponsored and presented by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Members Chuck Martoni, Michael Finnerty, Bob Macey, William Russell Robinson, Dave Fawcett, Susan Caldwell, and Bill Lestitian this 4th day of December 2007.

Attest:

________________________



________________________

President of Council




Clerk of Council

Rich Fitzgerald




John Mascio
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image3.png]


_1010997726.doc
[image: image1.png]






