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Proclamation

WHEREAS, throughout her professional pursuits, Valerie McDonald Roberts has paved a path for future generations of African-American women; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Roberts began her career as a Senior Chemist with various engineering firms, during which time she was also elected to the Pittsburgh Board of Education and served as its President in 1994; and

WHEREAS, following her work with the Board of Education, Ms. Roberts made history as the first African-American woman elected to the Pittsburgh City Council.  During her tenure with the City Council, she served as President Pro-Tempore and as Chairperson of the Committee on Finance and Budget, distinguishing herself as the first woman ever in the history of the City of Pittsburgh to Chair the Committee; and

WHEREAS, in 2001, she was elected Allegheny County Recorder of Deeds and in 2005, was elected Vice-President of the Pennsylvania Recorder of Deeds Association.  Next year, Ms. Roberts will ascend to President of the State Association, another first for an African-American; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Roberts has served the public on a number of other levels, including her work with various government- and non-government-related boards, a Member of the U.S. Presidential Electoral College of 1996, a Delegate for the 1996, 2000, and 2004 Democratic National Conventions and a Coordinator for a number of campaigns, including the 2004 Kerry/Edwards Presidential campaign;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes Ms. Valerie McDonald Roberts upon the completion of her service as the Allegheny County Recorder of Deeds.  This Council commends Ms. Roberts’ dedication and commitment to leadership and excellence which serves as an inspiration to this Council and the citizens of Allegheny County.   

Sponsored and presented by Council Members Brenda Frazier and William Russell Robinson, this 1st day of December 2007.

Attest:

________________________



________________________

President of Council




Clerk of Council

Rich Fitzgerald




John Mascio
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