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Proclamation

WHEREAS, Allegheny County is blessed with individuals and organizations dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in our neighborhood and the community as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Theresa Andrews, an English as a Second Language or ESL Instructor from the Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council, has placed her stamp of character and hard work throughout the community; and

WHEREAS, Theresa’s job as a family literacy instructor with the Family Literacy Center at Prospect Park, is to teach English to adults in refugee families and to act as a liaison between the adults and the school system and social service agencies the adults deal with; and

WHEREAS, Theresa’s dedication above and beyond her paid responsibilities prompted the State Education Department to see her as not a thread that weaves through the community, but as a strand of gold; and

WHEREAS, Theresa, who holds a master’s degree in linguistics, uses a mixture of tenderness and toughness with her students;  Nothing but English is spoken in the classes, where she uses a combination of flash cards, pictures, and pantomime during her lessons; and

WHEREAS, Theresa started a Book Buddies program on Monday nights.  Through the program, volunteers read books to the children of refugee families at the literacy center; and
WHEREAS, Theresa recently received the Adult Practitioner Excellence Award from the Adult Basic Literacy Bureau of the state Education Department.  She was one of ten adult practitioners across the state to receive this prestigious award; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegheny County Council does hereby recognize and commend an extraordinary person, Ms. Theresa Andrews, upon receiving the Adult Practitioner Excellence Award; and we further commend Ms. Andrews, whose commitment to her neighborhood and its citizens serves as an inspiration to us all.

Sponsored by Council Member 
Joan Cleary this 20th day of 
April 2004









Attest:

_____________________





_______________________
President of Council






Clerk of Council

Rich Fitzgerald






John Mascio
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