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Proclamation

WHEREAS, no person in Allegheny County should have to go hungry; and
WHEREAS, 36.2 million Americans, over one-third of them children live in hungry and food insecure households; and
WHEREAS, hunger has adverse consequences for children and mothers which include but are not limited to growth and development impediments, adverse health conditions, behavior problems among preschoolers and school-age children; and
WHEREAS, the original pilot WIC program 31 years ago was begun right here in Allegheny County; and
WHEREAS, WIC benefits are in the form of paper vouchers to be used in supermarkets and grocery stores for the purchase of infant formula, milk, eggs, cheese, infant and adolescent cereals, dried beans and Farmers’ Market vouchers for the purpose of purchasing locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables at community Farmers’ Markets; and
WHEREAS, a recent national study found that one half of all U.S. infants and one in four children aged one to five- get crucial health and nutrition benefits from the WIC program; and
WHEREAS, more than 100,000 of our neighbors in Allegheny County rely on food safety net programs, including over 16,000 pregnant and nursing mothers and their infants and children up to five years old, who participate in the WIC program; and
WHEREAS, WIC makes it possible for many low-income families to purchase sustaining foods that are nutritious and has been instrumental in reducing the incidence of learning disabilities, sickness, and inadequate nutrition; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes June 7, 2005 as  “National Hunger Awareness Day” in Allegheny County, and acknowledges the importance of the Women, Infants and Children Program in addressing this important issue.
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald this 7th day of June 2005
Attest:
_______________________




______________________

President of Council





Clerk of Council
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