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MOTION OF THE COUNCIL OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

Amending Rules of Council for Allegheny County Council.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS MOVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY,

That this Council hereby amends Article IV of the Rules of Council as follows:

ARTICLE LY. LEGISLATION & LEGISLATIVE ACTION.

A.

Legislation

Council shall take official action by motion, ordinance, or resolution. All legislation
must be submitted to the Clerk in the proper format as determined by the Clerk and
these Rules. All bills with the exception of general appropriations bills shall contain
no more than one subject, clearly expressed in their titles. All bills shall be presented
in one of the following forms:

I. Ordinance — An ordinance is the most formal of the actions presented to Council.

Council Members, the County Manager, Independently Elected County Officials,
and the Courts may sponsor ordinances and present them to the Council in
writing. Members of the general public may also present ordinances through the
Agenda Initiative Petition process described in the Administrative Code. Public
notice must be given of the introduction and it must be read by title at two (2)
general or special meetings of Council separated by at least seven (7) days.

. Resolution — A resolution is a formal, written request for Council consideration

sponsored by Council Members, the County Manager, an Independently Elected
County Official, or the Courts. Introduced in written form, resolutions must be
identified on the agendas of convened meetings of the Council. Public notice
must be given of the introduction and it must be read by title at two (2) general or
special meetings of Council separated by at least seven (7) days.

. Motion —Motions shall be formal requests for some specifically identified action,

or shall express the sense of Council on specifically identified subject matter
Motions shall not require public notification prior to passage, the approval of the
Chief Executive, or second or subsequent readings. A motion is adopted or
defeated by simple majority vote of the seated members of Council. Motions are
also used to receive and file correspondence from the Chief Executive and other
elected and appointed County officials. The order of motion is governed by
Robert’s Rules of Order.

. Amendments — Any member may move to amend legislation provided that the

proposed amendment is germane to the subject of the original legislation.
Amendments to ordinances and resolutions must be presented in writing. If
amending existing law, such amendment shall indicate present language to be
omitted and new language to be inserted pursuant to the provisions of these Rules.
Amendments to formal motions may be presented orally upon the consent of the



sponsor to amend. Amendments made by committee shall not be subject to
subsequent approval by the Council, but nothing shall preclude the amendment of
such legislation on the floor.

5. Emergency Ordinances & Resolutions — Emergency ordinances and resolutions
may be introduced by the Chief Executive, County Manager, or Council Members
and shall contain a declaration that an emergency exists and clearly describe the
emergency in specific terms. Emergency ordinances and resolutions must be
accompanied by a motion to waive the second reading, may be adopted by a
majority vote of Council without prior notice, and may be effective immediately.
All emergency resolutions and ordinances shall expire after thirty (30) days unless
re-enacted by a formal vote of Council at a general or special meeting. After
initial adoption of an emergency ordinance or resolution, the Clerk shall follow
the publication requirements for other legislation.

6. Proclamations & Certificates — Proclamations and certificates are ceremonial
acknowledgements, sponsored by a council member, whereby Council recognizes
some event, person, or group for an activity or outstanding achievement. Council
members wishing to sponsor a proclamation or certificate must provide all
information needed to compose the document to the appropriate staff person three
(3) days prior to the date it is needed. Council members may read the
proclamation or certificate into the record, present it at a function other than a
Council function, or send it to the recipient. If the proclamation or certificate is to
be presented during a Council meeting, the deadlines established to place items on
the agenda apply. If information is not available, and the appropriate staff person
needs to contact someone, a reference person and telephone number should be
given well in advance of the date that the proclamation or certificate is needed.

7. Appointments — Council shall receive recommendations for appointments to
Boards, Authorities, Commissions, and other units of County government made
by the Chief Executive at a regularly scheduled meeting of Council.
Recommendations shall be submitted to the Clerk in letter form, addressed to all
members of Council, and shall contain no more than one name. The letter shall
include the name, address, and phone number of the candidate, the term of office
for which the candidate is recommended, and the name of the person the
candidate will replace. Upon presentation of the appointment, the legislation will
be referred to the appropriate committee for deliberation where all candidates will
be interviewed, and the committee shall make a subsequent recommendation to
the full Council. Council must, by motion, act to confirm or reject appointments
within forty-five (45) days or the appointment shall be effective as though
Council had confirmed it.

a. Beginning February 1, 2008, to the extent that Council appoints at least
one member of the Allegheny County Retirement Board under the terms
of §5-1017.01 of the Administrative Code of Allegheny County or other

applicable statute, Council's Budget Director shall be appointed to the
Board by Council.
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PRIMARY SPONSOR: COUNCIL MEMBER FITZGERALD

CO-SPONSORS:
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Read and Approved.

s EICE Fitzgerald

President of Council
Attest: WW

John Mascio
Chief Clerk of Council




