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 Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in the wake of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) spearheaded the coordinated effort to intake, triage and support more than 400 adult and child evacuees from the Gulf Coast by partnering with agencies to provide a host of case managed services, housing assistance and other supports; and

WHEREAS, during the month of September 2005, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, participated as one of the partner agencies in the Disaster Assistance Center at the Pittsburgh Project; and
WHEREAS, Catholic Charities mission is to serve with excellence, professionalism, integrity and compassion, the human needs of individuals and families, regardless of their religious affiliation, and to provide leadership in mobilizing the resources of parishes and the wider community in addressing these needs.  For more than 95 years, Catholic Charities has provided community and counseling programs, emergency relief, housing and tangible assistance, mother and infant programs, elderly, parish and refugee services; and

WHEREAS, skilled caseworkers from Catholic Charities provided tangible assistance, counseling and referral services to Hurricane Katrina evacuees and they continued to provide comprehensive services through case management and coordination after the Disaster Assistance Center closed.  Catholic Charities helped the evacuees with all of their needs, including the installation of a stair glide and replacing a hearing aid that was lost in the flooding, with one evacuee commenting that “Catholic Charities made our Christmas better this year”; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pittsburgh for their dedication and commitment to assisting the dislocated families affected by Hurricane Katrina.  Their response in Allegheny County has been characterized by unprecedented collaboration, a spirit of good will and cooperation which serves as an inspiration to us all.    
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Member Brenda Frazier this 21st day of March, 2006.
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