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Proclamation

   
WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel Richard J. Conwell is honored upon his upcoming completion of forty-one years serving the United States Air Force, Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve.  According to Library of Congress records in Washington, D.C., there have been less than 700 U.S. combat veterans throughout American military history that have exceeded this number of continuous years service to this nation; and 

    
WHEREAS, Lt. Colonel Conwell has honorably served the U.S. Air Force and Air Reserve Forces since June 7, 1965.  His military career is distinguished by his unwavering commitment to the tenets of service to country and man.  Currently he serves the U.S. Air Force Reserve as the Deputy Liaison Officer Director (DLOD) with the 9001st Air Reserve Squadron, Denver, Colorado.  His purview involves oversight for U.S. Air Force Academy Appointments that encompass Allegheny County and over 250 high schools throughout Western Pennsylvania; and


WHEREAS, his illustrious tenure is marked by fifty-nine awards and decorations including three Air Force Meritorious Service Medals, two Air Force Commendation Medals, three Air Force Achievement Medals, and the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with Valor earned in 2005 as the Chief Administrator and Deputy Commander serving in Operation Enduring Freedom with the 376th Expeditionary Medical Group in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.  All these aforementioned accomplishments exemplify his dedication to loyal and dignified service; and 

     
WHEREAS, Lt. Colonel Conwell’s selfless service extends beyond the military to civilian life.  He represents the finest in those devoted to community as a twenty-eight year Highmark BC/BS employee in Allegheny County, member of the World Affairs Council, Senior Arbitrator with the Better Business Bureau, member of the Allegheny County Sheriff’s Reserves, and a direct descendant of former Mayor of Pittsburgh and Governor of Pennsylvania David L. Lawrence;  

     
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council thanks Lieutenant Colonel Conwell’s contributions to the development of a prosperous, more vibrant community and joins his friends, family and colleagues in celebrating his military service milestone with the Air Force Reserve, and for continuing service of another one and a half years to reach his goal of forty-three years military service to the United States of America.
Sponsored by Council Member Matt Drozd this 2nd day of May, 2006.
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