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RE OLUTION

Resolution ofthe County ofAllegheny Co onwealth ofPennsylvani authorizing the C

DepartmentofPatks Recreatiot4 Council s ommittee 0I1Parks and the Park RecreatulIl
Commission towork cooperatively with the ri erfront oommunitie ofthe Col1nty and theIiv ifeTask
Force to investigate the establishment ofaRi erfront Trails Park in Allegheny Conaty and make
recommendations to the Council and the County Executive on the matter
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WREREAS one fthe greateot as10f Allegheny County and thisregion is fumgtellt rivers
the Ohio River the Monongahela River the legheny River and the Youghiogheny River and

WREREAS Allegheny County is forte tohave a parks system which is co ofnine
parks and 12 000 acres providing recreational cultural and educational opportunities to more ft1ah 11

millionvisitors annually and

WHEREAS thtough extraordinary e ort commilD1ent and teSOureesprovided byJllligheny
County the County municipalities various n profitentities citizellS volunteers and many many
residents a numbetof recreational riverfront ails have been established in various areas in both the City
ofPittsburgh and Allegheny COUlity and I
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wIftftEAS the region s rivers are areat attraction for residents and visitors alikewhUboat
kayak waterski fish and jet ski on the water and spend time at the riverfront walking fishing ycling
biking 11l11hing and roller blading utilizing e riverfront trails in increasingly large numbers and

WREREAS a Riverfront TraiIlI Park Ould take advantage of the heautiful riverfumt@tridors
which Allegheny County is blessed to have b making improvements where needed and connections
where none exist to take advantage ofthe uni ue feature ofthis landscape for residents and visitors alike

and would facilitate the completion of a comp ehensive network ofriverfront trails and
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WHEREAS the completion ofa

lrehensive
network ofrivemont trailswill inure to the

benefit ofresidents ofthe City the County an the region and

WHEREAS similar trail

developrtt1 in other cities has proven to inctease property vallleS

impact the e nomy improve quality oflife rovide acleaner environment promote health andf1mess
and reducecnme and I

WHEREAS because Pittsburgh river onts are no longer heavily concentrated with

manufacturing plants and facilities there are this time innumerable opportunities to facilitatethe
advancement ofa trail system through the acq sition ofproperty rights along riverfronts within the

County and
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WHEREAS the economic benefit Of railShas been proven in local trail related ooumnmities
where 591l4 ofgroups traveling on trails make some type of small item purchase spending an average of

8 84 per person per trip in a study on visita ion and spending in the GreatAllegheny Passage a total of
7 262 939 was spent on items associated wi trail use in 2002 and

WHEREAS quality of life isthe thir4most important factor in locating a business according to

an annual survey ofchief executive officers which includes convenient access to natural settinIs
recreational and cultural opportunities and o n space and

WHEREAS trails contribute to

PUbliihealth
by providing a means to exercise while still doing

the things required in daily life by providing s fe attractive routes towork school church andshopping
resulting in a healthier and happier communit further businesses recognize the benefits ofhaviDg
healthy employees who have increased effici hcy and decreased health insurance claims andcoovenient
access to trails helps promote fitness making is region more attractive for economic development and

I
WHEREAS the trails serve as connec ions for riverfront communities and riverfront aad

riverfront attractions and I
WHEREAS our riverfrontcorridors ate truly a regional asset and the con pt ofa new linear

park along our riverfronts is an opportunityth should be studied in teoos ofbenefits and costs with a

goal ofproviding and protectihg reerealionol oflrtutllties for future generations

The Councilofthe County ofAlle heny hereby resolles asfollows
I

SECTIONI

The CountyDepartment ofParks Recreatlo Council s Committee on Parks and the Parks
Recreation Commission are authorized towe cooperatively with the riverfrontmunicipalities ofthe

County and the Riverlife Task Force to investi ate the establishment ofa Riverfront Trails Parkin

Allegheny County
I
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SECTION 2 I
Recommendations regarding how the estabIiS ent ofsuch apark can be moved forward shall be
presented to the County Council and the Count Executive within ninety days ofthe enactment ofthis
resolution Such recommendations shall inclu e but notbe ted to considerations re to beleJits
costs planning and feasibility ofthe endeavor I as well 3recommendations for subsequent actions by the

governing body I
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SECTION 3

Ifanyprsvision of this Resollltlotl shtdl be determined to be 111 tnvlflUl wid
unenforceable then that provision shallbe considered severableftom the remainmgpnwisions
of this Resolution which shall be in fullforce and effect

SECTION 4

Any Resolution or Ordinance orJHl1tthereofconflicting with theprovisions o dllIllftsolution
is hereby repealed sofar as the same affects this Resolution

SPONSORED BY COUNCIL MEMBER DAVE FAWCETT

Enacted n Council this l i day OfJVoy 20fJ4
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Chief Clerk ofCouncil
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Approved
Dan Onorato

Chief Executive
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Executive s Secretary


