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Proclamation

WHEREAS, Ms. Gloria G. Giddens was recognized as one of the premier black fashion models in the City of Pittsburgh and often was featured in the Courier as one of the City’s best-dressed women; and

WHEREAS, she owned two beauty salons in the Hill District, one of which was the first and only wig salon for blacks in the Hill; and 

WHEREAS, in 1944, she was licensed by the state as a cosmetologist, and in 1951, she graduated from the Earl Wheeler Finishing and Modeling School, helping to “open the door” for other African-American women and girls.  In 1965, she earned a certificate after completing a two-year business course at Duquesne University; and
WHEREAS, she was often photographed by Charles “Teenie” Harris, the well-known Pittsburgh Courier photographer, and she regularly graced the newspaper’s society pages; and 

WHEREAS, although our community grieves at the passing of an individual who so completely personified refinement and glamour, we know that she will always be remembered in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, and we join with her family in giving thanks for the life of Gloria Giddens, one of the most admired and respected African-American women we have encountered;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegheny County Council does hereby recognize the late Ms. Gloria G. Giddens for her impact on this community and its citizens.  Ms. Giddens’ commitment to serving as an exemplary role model and mentor to countless young people serve as inspirations to us all and, while we cannot hope to replace her, we can honor her memory by commending and emulating the spirit of her dedication.
Sponsored by 
Council Member Brenda Frazier,

this 6th day of December 2006.
Attest:
_______________________



______________________
President of Council




Clerk of Council
Rich Fitzgerald





John Mascio
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