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 Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in the wake of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) spearheaded the coordinated effort to intake, triage and support more than 400 adult and child evacuees from the Gulf Coast by partnering with agencies to provide a host of case managed services, housing assistance and other supports; and

WHEREAS, during the month of September 2005, the Urban League of Pittsburgh, a United Way agency, participated as one of the partner agencies in the Disaster Assistance Center at the Pittsburgh Project.  As of March 1, 2006, the Urban League of Pittsburgh served 152 adults and 76 children that have relocated to Western Pennsylvania by finding long-term rental housing units for families.  As designated by the Department of Human Services, they have directly paid for clients rental payments and utilities, processing over $200,000 in housing assistance; and

WHEREAS, the Urban League of Pittsburgh staff took hundreds of calls from residents, groups, and businesses from Allegheny and surrounding counties, offering to donate furniture, household goods, and assist families’ with their needs and they handled the initial recruitment of beauticians and barbers to service clients; and

WHEREAS, the agency continues to support local survivors who remain in the Greater Pittsburgh area who have started a self-governing council called the “Gulf Coast Connection.”  At their first meeting, over 80 people gathered to share their stories and struggles and the Urban League of Pittsburgh sponsored a resource table providing vital community information; and

WHEREAS, the Urban League of Pittsburgh’s Employment and Education Department continues to work with many survivors to help them secure employment or training opportunities and their Hunger Service unit has worked with more than 50 evacuees providing food vouchers and connecting them to their community food banks;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends the Urban League of Pittsburgh for their dedication and commitment to assisting the dislocated families affected by Hurricane Katrina.  The response in Allegheny County has been characterized by unprecedented collaboration, a spirit of good will and cooperation which serves as an inspiration to us all.    
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Member Brenda Frazier this 21st day of March, 2006.
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