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Allegheny County Council

Proclamation


WHEREAS, two years ago, Ms. Fahima Vorgetts, Afghan immigrant, women’s rights activist, former chemist and participant of the organization, Women for Afghan Women, spoke at Ellis School and inspired the students to build a school in Afghanistan and raise awareness about Afghanistan and women’s education; and


WHEREAS, under the Taliban, Afghan women and girls were denied the right to education and work; and


WHEREAS, Ellis School Juniors Alana Rudkin and Danielle Tomson and Seniors Shanti Singh and Kristen Spittel brought awareness to the women of the Ellis School about the plight of girls and women of Afghanistan who risk their lives and sacrifice so much to get an education; and

WHEREAS, these young ladies, under the banner of the Asian Culture Club, have undertaken the enormous task to build a Girls’ Middle School called Saleh Abad, in the Herat Province of Afghanistan and through sales of Afghan items, crafts and food and a Tea for Two fundraiser have raised in excess of $11,000 to date for construction; and
WHEREAS, Alana Rudkin, Danielle Tomson, Shanti Singh and Kristen Spittel have demonstrated their deep concern for their fellow female students in Afghanistan and led by example to show the value of an education for women; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council does hereby recognize the Ellis School Asian Culture Club for their leadership in creating the Saleh Abad Sister School and for their remarkable efforts to help the girls of Afghanistan receive an education through the construction of a school and a community center.  Ms. Rudkin, Ms. Tomson, Ms. Singh, and Ms. Spittel serve as an inspiration to this Council and the residents of Allegheny County and for that, we commend you.
Sponsored by Council Member Jim Burn, this 23rd day of January 2007.  
Attest:

_________________________



___________________________

President of Council



Clerk of Council

Rich Fitzgerald



John Mascio
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