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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

Allegheny County Council

FROM:
Michael H. Wojcik



Allegheny County Solicitor

DATE:

October 19, 2004
RE:

Legal Opinion:  Bill No. 1673-04

​​​
This is in response to your request for a legal opinion concerning Bill No. 1673-04.  This bill would amend Article 1013 of the Administrative Code to proscribe a “covered person” from soliciting certain defined gifts or donations while in uniform or while carrying a firearm.

This Department has carefully consulted and reviewed such legal and other authorities that is has deemed necessary to render this opinion.  Based upon this Department’s review, it is our opinion that the bill as drafted is an appropriate exercise of power by Allegheny County Council.

The Home Rule Charter specifically requires Council to establish, by ordinance, a Code of Accountability, Conduct and Ethics (the “ACE Code”).  It is within Council’s specific authority to set the parameters of the ACE Code.  There is no legal impediment that would inhibit Council from amending the ACE Code to include the provisions contemplated by this bill.

