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Proclamation

WHEREAS, the 16th annual YWCA Racial Justice Awards were held on November 30, 2007 at the Omni William Penn Hotel to honor remarkable women, men, and organizations that have made lasting contributions to the Pittsburgh area by helping to eliminate racial inequity in everyday life; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Valerie Dixon, Executive Director of The P.A.C.T. (Prevent Another Crime Today) Initiative was honored in the category of Community Service and Public Safety for her relentless efforts to eradicate crime in Pittsburgh and throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Dixon made the choice to proactively fight violence after the June 2001 shooting of her only child, Robert James Houston Dixon.  She vowed to dedicate her life to making communities safe and helping crime victims receive the care they need; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Dixon has contributed to community safety in countless ways, including the founding of the “Prevent Crime Before it Happens” Billboard Campaign, which contributed to at least 20 homicide arrests and which has been featured on numerous television shows and continues to help cities across the United States.  She has served on the Pittsburgh Homicide Task Force, the Executive Board of the Pittsburgh Branch NAACP, and the Gun Violence Prevention Committee.  Ms. Dixon currently spends her time working as a Juvenile Court Community Based Victim Advocate for the Center for Victims of Violence and Crime, where she has also been instrumental in the Strategy “95” 2005, an anti-violence initiative that has gained support from local officials; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council, on behalf of the citizens of Allegheny County, hereby commends Ms. Valerie Dixon for her dedication and commitment to leadership and service which has earned her this distinguished honor and serves as an inspiration to this Council and the citizens of Allegheny County.  

Sponsored and presented by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Members Chuck Martoni, Michael Finnerty, Bob Macey, William Russell Robinson, Dave Fawcett, Susan Caldwell, and Bill Lestitian this 4th day of December 2007.
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