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Proclamation

WHEREAS, Allegheny County is blessed to have individuals such as Ms. Ruth Byrd- Smith for her exemplary leadership as Director of Allegheny County Department of Minority, Women and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise; and 
WHEREAS, as Director she is “Raising the Bar in the 21st Century” by creating an environment that promotes meaningful business opportunities, showcases viable MWDBE firm capabilities, builds productive partnerships and exercises effective program management, targeted towards successful integration of MWDBE firms within the business structure of Allegheny County and surrounding areas; and 
	


WHEREAS, she currently serves as Chair for the Pennsylvania Governor’s Advisory Commission on African American Affairs and as a Representative of the MWDBE Governmental Committee; and
WHEREAS, on November 30, 2005, the MWDBE Governmental Committee in conjunction with the Riverside Center for Innovation opened the first ever Diversity Business Resource Center (DBRC) on Pittsburgh’s North Shore, this joint venture will assist small existing and start-up minority and women-owned businesses in acquiring key information necessary to build a sustainable firm; and 
WHEREAS, the Center will coordinate and provide one-on-one counseling and consulting, hands-on assistance, development training programs, supplier diversity, and a micro-enterprise training program, providing referrals and various resources to minority, women and disadvantaged business enterprise;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends Ms. Ruth Byrd-Smith for her significant contributions, providing opportunities for growth and development to MWDBE.  We express our gratitude to her for helping make Allegheny County and our region a better place in which to live and work and which serves as an inspiration to us all. 

Sponsored by the Chief Executive Dan Onorato, Council Member Brenda Frazier and Council Member William Russell Robinson this 20th day of December, 2005.
Attest:

______________________




______________________

President of Council




Clerk of Council

Rich Fitzgerald





John Mascio
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