Allegheny County Council
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WHEREAS, Lance Corporal William Raymond Prom began his tour of duty in the Republic of Vietnam on June 13, 1968 and bravely served until he was mortally wounded in action on February 9, 1969; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Prom was born in Pittsburgh on November 17, 1948 and attended Mt. Troy Public School and Millvale High School; and

WHEREAS, shortly after enlisting in the United States Marine Corps Reserves in December 1967, Lance Corporal Prom was discharged in order to serve with the U.S. Marine Corps; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Prom arrived in Vietnam in June 1968, where he proceeded to serve as an ammunition man, assistant gunner, machine gun team leader, and machine gun squad leader with Company I, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 3rd division; and


WHEREAS, on February 9, 1969, while participating in Operation Taylor Common, Lance Corporal Prom put himself in the direct line of the North Vietnamese Army after several of his fellow Marines were wounded.  In an effort to destroy the enemy so that aid could be delivered to the wounded men, Lance Corporal Prom accurately directed the fire of his support elements until he was mortally wounded; and


WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Prom was laid to rest in Allegheny County Memorial Park.  He was the recipient of multiple medals, including the Congressional Medal of Honor, the Purple Heart, the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Medal with Palm, National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, and the Marine Corps Rifle Sharpshooter Badge, among others and on November 7, 2007, was honored at the dedication of the Medal of Honor Plaza at Shaler Intermediate School; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegheny County Council wishes to commend the late William Raymond Prom for his acts of bravery that ultimately cost him his life while serving with the United States Marine Corps in the Republic of Vietnam.  On behalf of the citizens of Allegheny County, we thank Lance Corporal Prom and his family for the sacrifices given in order to serve the United States of America.
Sponsored by Council Member Jim Burn this 15th day of January 2008.
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