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 Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in the wake of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) spearheaded the coordinated effort to intake, triage and support more than 400 adult and child evacuees from the Gulf Coast by partnering with agencies to provide a host of case managed services, housing assistance and other supports; and
WHEREAS, during September 2005, the Pittsburgh Project, a non-profit neighborhood-based Christian community development organization, served as the Disaster Assistance Center, providing a supportive environment for assessing the needs of and connecting evacuees to governmental and social service agencies; and 
WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Project provided temporary shelter for up to 300 evacuees in their North Side dormitory.  Other services available at the Disaster Assistance Center included legal advice, medical services, permanent housing, education, transportation, social security verification, birth certificate documentation, unemployment and welfare assistance, banking, and material assistance; and
WHEREAS, case managers were assigned to each household and the following partner agencies provided case management services: Catholic Charities, Family Resources, Goodwill Industries, Human Services Administration Organization, Jewish Family and Children Services, Macedonia Family and Community Enrichment, North Hills Community Outreach, Salvation Army and the Urban League of Pittsburgh; and
WHEREAS, Pittsburgh Project Executive Director Saleem Ghubril organized a celebration called “Gumbo and Jazz” once the Center closed.  Over 400 people attended the event which included New Orleans food and music for all evacuees, volunteers, DHS staff, case managers and partner agencies.  While the Center is closed, case managers continue to provide ongoing assistance with the support of charitable sources, community agencies and governmental social service programs;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends the Pittsburgh Project and the partner agencies for their dedication and commitment to assisting the dislocated families affected by Hurricane Katrina.  Their response in Allegheny County has been characterized by unprecedented collaboration, a spirit of good will and cooperation which serves as an inspiration to us all.    
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Member Brenda Frazier this 21st day of March, 2006.
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