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 Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in the wake of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) spearheaded the coordinated effort to intake, triage and support more than 400 adult and child evacuees from the Gulf Coast by partnering with agencies to provide a host of case managed services, housing assistance and other supports; and

WHEREAS, during the month of September 2005, the North Hills Community Outreach (NHCO), an interfaith non-profit organization of “People Helping People” in the northern part of Allegheny County, participated as one of the partner agencies in the Disaster Assistance Center at the Pittsburgh Project; and

WHEREAS, in 2004/2005, NHCO assisted 5,014 families in need and helped them obtain stability and self-sufficiency by providing $1.4 million in funds, goods and services.  NHCO works to ensure that no one in northern Allegheny County is cold, hungry or forgotten.  NHCO currently has six locations in five communities and is building an expanded site in Millvale to ensure that basic human services are available for people suffering hardships; and    

WHEREAS, services the agency provides include: two food pantries, emergency financial assistance, utility help, employment services, legal consultations, college scholarships, Faith in Action volunteer care giving, and a Family Savings Account program; and
WHEREAS, NHCO caseworkers assisted 47 families affected by Hurricane Katrina, offering direct assistance of food, furniture, clothing and financial support.  In addition, these skilled caseworkers provided vital information, support and referrals helping the evacuees acclimate themselves to Allegheny County; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends North Hills Community Outreach for their dedication and commitment to assisting the dislocated families affected by Hurricane Katrina.  Their response in Allegheny County has been characterized by unprecedented collaboration, a spirit of good will and cooperation which serves as an inspiration to us all.    
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Member Brenda Frazier this 21st day of March, 2006.
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