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Proclamation

WHEREAS, Allegheny County is blessed with individuals and organizations dedicated to enhancing the quality of life in our neighborhoods and the community as a whole; and


WHEREAS, Mr. James J. Duratz has received the “Donor of the Year” award, University Division, from the National Association of Athletic Development Directors (NAADD) at its national convention; and

WHEREAS, one of the many contributions made by Mr. Duratz to the University of Pittsburgh’s Department of Athletics was the establishment of multiple student-athlete scholarship funds, including the Barco Athletic Scholarship Fund; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Duratz was the primary donor for the Pittsburgh Panther’s state-of-the-art football practice facility and training complex – the Duratz Athletic Complex in the UPMC Sports Performance Complex – and the Duratz Locker Room at Heinz Field; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Duratz’s relationship with the University of Pittsburgh began following his marriage to the late Helene Barco Duratz; the Barco-Duratz family, whose professional achievements are legendary, has a long history of exceptional commitment and tireless service to the University of Pittsburgh; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Duratz was inducted in 2000 as a charter member of Pitt’s Cathedral of Learning Society, which recognizes individuals who have given $1 million or more to the University over their lifetimes; Mr. Duratz is also a member of the Sutherland Society for annual gifts of $10,000 or more to the Department of Athletics; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegheny County Council does hereby recognize Mr. James Duratz upon receiving the prestigious “Donor of the Year” award and commends him for his unparalleled generosity and deep personal commitment to making a difference for generations to come through his contributions to the University of Pittsburgh.
Sponsored by Council Member 

Vince Gastgeb this 6th day of   July 2004
Attest:

______________________





________________________

President of Council





Clerk of Council
Rich Fitzgerald






John Mascio
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