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Proclamation

WHEREAS, the 16th annual YWCA Racial Justice Awards were held on November 30, 2007 at the Omni William Penn Hotel to honor remarkable women, men, and organizations that have made lasting contributions to the Pittsburgh area by helping to eliminate racial inequity in everyday life; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Doris Carson Williams, President and CEO of  the African American Chamber of Commerce of Western PA, was honored in the category of Company and Business for her dedication to improving access and opportunities for African American business owners and professionals; and

WHEREAS, throughout her work with the Chamber, Ms. Williams has been instrumental in the Chamber’s growth from 28 to over 500 members throughout Western Pennsylvania (making it the second largest regional minority Chamber in the country), the development of a Business Institute, and the production of multiple programs and benefits for members; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Williams currently serves on the Board of Directors for both the National Black Chamber of Commerce and Highmark, Inc., where she also serves as Vice-Chair of the Highmark Foundation.  Ms. Williams sits on many additional local Boards of Directors, the Urban League of Pittsburgh and the United Way of Allegheny County among them.  She has received numerous honors, including recognition as one of the 25 Influential Black Women in Business by Business Network Journal Magazine and most recently, the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Small Business Champion of the Year Award for 2007; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council, on behalf of the citizens of Allegheny County, hereby commends Ms. Doris Carson Williams for her dedication and commitment to leadership and service which has earned her this distinguished honor and serves as an inspiration to this Council and the citizens of Allegheny County.  

Sponsored and presented by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Members Chuck Martoni, Michael Finnerty, Bob Macey, William Russell Robinson, Dave Fawcett, Susan Caldwell, and Bill Lestitian this 4th day of December 2007.
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