[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


 Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in the wake of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) spearheaded the coordinated effort to intake, triage and support more than 400 adult and child evacuees from the Gulf Coast by partnering with agencies to provide a host of case managed services, housing assistance and other supports; and

WHEREAS, during the month of September 2005, the Human Services Administration Organization (HSAO), participated as one of the partner agencies in the Disaster Assistance Center at the Pittsburgh Project; and

WHEREAS, through its LIFE Project, RTF Group, and Forensic Services, the Human Services Administration Organization provides case management services to Allegheny County’s highest risk population of children/adolescents and forensic mental health clients.  The Child and Adolescent Service System Program (CASSP) and Community Support Program (CSP) serve as a driving force in the delivery of all services.  Their goal is to ensure the behavioral health services are delivered in the least restrictive environment, either by maintaining the consumer in the community or returning the consumer back into the community; and
WHEREAS, HSAO provided case management services to hurricane evacuees helping children and families regain their strength and reclaim their lives.  Through their creative and flexible approach in case management and building upon consumer, family and community strengths they assisted many disaster victims; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends the Human Services Administration Organization for their dedication and commitment to assisting the dislocated families affected by Hurricane Katrina.  Their response in Allegheny County has been characterized by unprecedented collaboration, a spirit of good will and cooperation which serves as an inspiration to us all.    
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Member Brenda Frazier this 21st day of March, 2006.
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