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Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in 1967, the Hill District-based Freedom House Ambulance Service was established, making history as the first ambulatory unit in the country trained in advanced emergency medical care, saving lives, and paving the way for a new professional-the paramedic; and

WHEREAS, the concept of mobile emergency care was tied into a local antipoverty initiative, and city leaders combed the streets of the Hill District and the Northside, recruiting unemployed and unskilled African-American men to serve as Freedom House drivers; and
WHEREAS, the drivers were trained under the late Dr. Peter Safar, a University of Pittsburgh anesthesiologist and medical visionary, who developed a method of cardiopulmonary resuscitation.  Around the world, he became known as the “father of CPR,” and in Pittsburgh, he’s also known as the “father of paramedic training;” and

WHEREAS, marking the 40th anniversary of the founding of Freedom House Ambulance Service, and in celebration of Black History Month, the University of Pittsburgh and the Hill House Association will co-host the world-premiere screening of a one-hour documentary by Gene Starzenski of GenaStar Productions of Los Angeles telling the story of “Freedom House;”  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council does hereby recognize the life-saving work of Freedom House Ambulance Service, the nation’s first paramedics, and we join with the University of Pittsburgh, the Hill House Association, and GenaStar Productions in celebration of Black History Month and the Freedom House Ambulance Service’s 40th anniversary.
Sponsored by Council Members William Russell Robinson, Brenda Frazier, Dave Fawcett and John DeFazio, this 15th day of February 2007.  
Attest:

_________________________



___________________________

President of Council



Clerk of Council

Rich Fitzgerald



John Mascio

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








-2-

[image: image3.png]


_1010997726.doc
[image: image1.png]






