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the addition of 
§2106.06, “Mon Valley Air Pollution Episode” 



LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

The Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) is proposing changes to Article XXI to address air pollution episodes in the Mon Valley Area involving fine particulate matter (PM2.5).

When Allegheny County experiences temperature inversions as a result of weather conditions including light wind speeds, heavy fog, and a significant warm front, pollutants can be trapped closer to the surface.

During these episodes, the Health Department sometimes recorded exceedances of the 24-hour PM2.5 federal National Ambient Air Quality Standard at the Liberty monitor, although elevated pollution readings were also recorded at other monitored sites across the county.  

This proposed new air quality regulation is aimed at emission mitigation requirements for industry operating in the portion of the county known as the “Mon Valley” during weather-related pollution episodes.  The goal is to have emission reduction plans in place that can be implemented within 24 hours of notice from the Health Department to minimize the impact on public health. During these incidences, Air Quality Action Alerts will also be issued for citizens in the Mon Valley communities.  

ACHD recognizes that industry is not the only contributor to poor air quality as mobile and area source emissions from motor vehicles, lawnmowers, solvents and open burning can also have an impact on pollution levels.  While continuing to advocate for residents to do what they can to reduce emissions, the proposed new regulation will impose corrective action requirements on industry during short-term pollution events.

The proposed revision was the subject of a comment period, including a public hearing held on June 9, 2021.  The regulation was approved by the Allegheny County Board of Health at their July 14, 2021 meeting.

Finally, the proposed Article XXI §2106.06 and the change to  §2105.50 will be submitted as a revision to the Allegheny County portion of the Pennsylvania State Implementation Plan.


