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AN ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the County of Allegheny Commonwealth of Pennsylvania autb0lUift8 the
assignment ofall County tax lienstax claims and all rights incident tothose liensclaims filedtgainst
properties known respectively as Block and Lot No 2187 M 288 and Blockand Lot No 218f R 71

Whereas there are two tractsofland totaling approximately twohundred 200 acres located
in Richland Township which are designated in the Office ofDeed Registry as Block 2187 R LotNo
71 and Block 2187M Lot No 288 hereinafter the Properties and

Whereas the Properties were formerly used for the operation of a business mQwn as

Pittsburgh Cut Flowers and

Whereas the greenhouses and warehouse buildings erected on the Properties for the
operation of Pittsburgh CUt Flowers have been abandoned and are currently in a state ofextensive
disrepair and

Whereas the soil on parts ofthe Properties has been contaminated by chemicals andother
toxic substances that were used to fertilize plants and to control weeds as part of the operations of

Pittsburgh Cut Flowers and

Whereas the total amount ofdelinquent taxes penalties interest costs and other feesowl
to the County on the Properties up to and including the 2004 Tax Year is approximately
92 674 09 and

Whereas the total amount ofunpaid real estate taxes owed to the County Pine TQWllship
and the Pine Richland School Districts is in excess of 559 000 and

Whereas the advanced state ofdisrepair ofthe buildings the environmental contami ation
and the huge delinquent property tax liability make the Properties difficult if not impossible to sell
by conventional means and

Whereas Petro Environmental Technologies hereinafter Petro an environ ntal
assessment and remediation companylocated in Ci innati Ohiothathas experience in redeveloping
Brownfield sites and other environmentally contaminated properties is desirous ofacquirillgtbe

Properties and

Whereas Petro has submitted aproposal to the County RicblandTownsbipandtheJine
Richland School District under which Petro would agree topay one hundred percent IOO ofall
outstanding taxes penalties interest costs charges fees and expenses and attorney fees by



the respective taxing bodies against the Properties in consideration of the assignment of all tax

lienstax claims and all rights incident to those tax liensltax claims from the taxing bodies toPetro
and

Whereas it is Petro s intention to the acquire title to the Properties by an action toenforce
collection of the assigned liens and

Whereas the assignment of tax liens by ataxing body to a thirdparty and the institution of
an enforcement action bya thirdparty tocollect the amount ofsuch tax liens and toenforce alltigbts
incident tosuch tax liens are authorized by Section 7147 ofthe Municipal ClaimsandTaxLiet t
of 1923 and

Whereas Richland Township and the Pine Richland Scpool District have appr vedthe
assignment oftheir tax liens tax claims and incidentalrights concerning the Properties toPetro and

Whereas Article IV Section 2 k of the IIome Rule Ch er requires County Couucilto
approve any transfer of County property and

I

Whereas the assignment ofall County tax liens claims a incidental rights concemmgthe
Properties toPetro under the terms described above would make e County financially w ud
would allow for the Properties tobe acquired by anew owner whowill pay assessed propertyfUes

The Council ofthe County ofAllegheny hereby lenacts as follows

SECTION 1 Incomoltdion ofPreamhle

The provisions set forth in the Preamble tothis Ordinancel are incorporated by reference in
their entirely herein as findings of fact made by Council

i
SECTION 2 AuthoritAtWnofAssifnmentof Coun Uens

A Pursuant to 53 P S 7147 ofthe Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Act of 1923 the
County through its appropriate officers is hereby authorized tq assign to Petro Environmental
Technologies or toanyentity owed oraffiliated with Petro all right title and interest oftheCounty to
the tax liens and tax claims that County has against the Properties Iknown and designated as Block
and Lot No 2187 M 288 and Block and Lot No 2187R 71 Incl dedwith the assignmentofsuch
County tax liens and tax claims is the assignment of all rights an privileges incident to sQCh tax

liens d tax claims including but not limited to aU ights protidedunder applicable laws for
collectIOn and enforcement of such tax hens and taxclaIms 1

B The authorization toassign the County tax liens an tax claims and allrights imcident
thereto is subject to the followiDgconditioos I

I
I



1 Petro shall agree to pay to the County the entire face amount of the tax

lienclaim plus all applicable penalties interest costs servicing charges expenses charges
and fees and attorney fees due and owing up toand including the date ofassignment andall
costs related to the assi8l1ment assessed by the Prothonotary

2 Petro shall agree to pay the County for any additional taxeS penalti s

interests and costs that may accrue concerning the Properties during the period subsequent to
the assignment of the County s tax liens and tax claims butprior toacquisition oftitle tothe
Properties

3 Richland Township and the PineRichlandSchool District shall continue to

agree to assign their respective liens claims to Petro

SECTION 3 SEVERABILITY If any provision of this Ordintlnce shall be
determined to be unlawful invalid voidor unenforcealile tJumthatproviMtJII Jutll
be considered severablefrom the remaining provisions of this Qrdinartpewhich
shall continue infullforce and effect

SECTION 4 REPEALER Any Resolution and Ordinance or parttMrsof
conflicting with the provisions of this Ordinance is henby repetiletl sojtl tile
same affeelS this Ordinance

Enacted in Council this J day of 0rL 20

9CouncilAgeIllaNo I frtl

Rich Fitzgerald

Attest
Preside8tofClllb1elI

John Mascio
Chief Clerk ofCooncil

Pf 5 2005

Approved
Dan Onorato
Chief Executive

Attest
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UftlMARY OF Itltvl LATIQ

This Ordinance would authorize the County to sell its tax liens on the referencedcolllllleteial

property known as the Pittsburgh Cut Flowers Property to Petro Environmental TechnOlogies
Inc The County will be made whole on its liens Ricbland Township and thePine Richlaad
School District also will transfer their tax liens toPetro Petro planstoremediate the
environmental contamination on the property and develop it thereby placing it back on tax
rolls
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MEMORANDUM

OFFICEOF THE COUNTY MANAGER

TO John Mascio RECEIVED
Chief Clerk

FROM lamesM F1yt111 R 4
County Manager

omofthe Chtet

DATE April 14 2005
AlleOMftY totm C

RE Proposed Ordinance

Attached is aProposed Ordinance authorizing the assignment ofall County tax lienstaX
claims and all fights incident to those liens claims filed against those properties known
respectively as Block and Lot 2187 M 288 and2187 R 71

The Allegheny County Law Department has reviewed this legislation prior to submitting
it toCouncil

Please place this on the next agenda for County Council approval

Thank you
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