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 Allegheny County Council

Proclamation

WHEREAS, in the wake of the destruction of Hurricane Katrina, the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) spearheaded the coordinated effort to intake, triage and support more than 400 adult and child evacuees from the Gulf Coast by partnering with agencies to provide a host of case managed services, housing assistance and other supports; and

WHEREAS, during the month of September 2005, The Salvation Army Western Pennsylvania Division, participated as one of the partner agencies in the Disaster Assistance Center at the Pittsburgh Project; and

WHEREAS, in addition to providing material and financial assistance to relocated evacuees, the Salvation Army also supported the various social service agency staff and evacuees with food and beverages throughout the entire time that the Disaster Assistance Center operated; and   
WHEREAS, while assisting families that relocated to Western Pennsylvania, The Salvation Army also played a significant role in relief efforts in the Gulf Coast.  Within 24 hours of Hurricane Katrina making landfall, personnel and resources from The Salvation Army Western Pennsylvania Division were deployed to offer aid.  This assistance included two mobile feeding units, a disaster field kitchen, which is one of only four in the country, and three field operations center command trailers which were sent to Southern Mississippi, along with 38 staff and volunteers who served over a three month period; and

WHEREAS, Salvation Army equipment from Allegheny County continues to be used in Biloxi, Mississippi to support ongoing operations;  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Allegheny County Council hereby recognizes and commends The Salvation Army Western Pennsylvania Division for their dedication and commitment to assisting the dislocated families affected by Hurricane Katrina.  Their response in Allegheny County and the Gulf Coast has been characterized by unprecedented collaboration, a spirit of good will and cooperation which serves as an inspiration to us all.    
Sponsored by Council President Rich Fitzgerald and Council Member Brenda Frazier this 21st day of March, 2006.
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