Bill No._‘HH_l:_OL(’

MOTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF COUNCIL OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

Encouraging the state legislature to pass House Resolution 426, which recognizes the impact that
possible closure of two veteran’s hospitals in western Pennsylvania would have on the health
care of veterans; and further, requesting that Congress reaffirm its commitment to quality health
care for veterans. ~

| WHEREAS, the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES)
Commission, created by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), has been involved in a
national planning process designed to meet the health care needs of veterans over the next twenty
years;

WHEREAS, the CARES planning process has included an analysis and identification of
where underserved veteran populations are located, facilities have low demand, or there are
duplications in services in areas where VA facilities are in close proximity to one another;

WHEREAS, area veterans learned of proposed plans to consolidate services by shutting
down the Highland Drive VA Hospital in East Liberty or by moving 1ts services to an expanded
' VA Hospital in Oakland within the next ten to twelve years;

WHEREAS, the Highland Drive facﬂlty provides comprehensive psychiatric treatment
for veterans, including treatment for substance abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder and
schizophrenia; in addition, the facility sponsors a homeless veterans program and a regional
center for the treatment of former prisoners of war;

WHEREAS, the Highland Drive facility also serves this region as a backup to the
Department of Defense’s health care system in time of national emergency, as the National Liver
and Renal Transplant Center, Regional Cardiac Surgery Center, Oncology Network Center and
Dialysis Center; and further, is part of the Pittsburgh Healthcare System that supports three
veterans outreach centers in Pittsburgh, McKeesport, and Wheeling, West Vlrgmla

WHEREAS, the United States has a responsibility to all of its military personnel,
including veterans, to meet their medical needs throughout their lives yet currently there is a
waiting list of six months to a year for basic health care nationwide; and

WHEREAS, such insufficiencies in existing care would not be addressed through the
elimination or merger of area facilities, further JCOp&I‘dlZlng the need to meet the health care
needs of area veterans. :

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS MOVED, AND IT IS THE SENSE OF THE COUNCIL OF
| ALLEGHENY COUNTY, that we encourage the state legislature to pass House Resolution
‘ ‘ 426, which recognizes the impact that the possible closure of two veteran’s hospitals in western




Pennsylvania would have on the health care of veterans; and further, request that Congress
reaffirm its commitment to quality health care for veterans.

BE IT FURTHER MOVED that copies of this motion be transmitted to the Governor of the
Commonwealth, the Members of the General Assembly from Allegheny County, the Members of
the United States House of Representatives from Allegheny County, and the Members of the
United States Senate from Pennsylvania.

SPONSORED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON

In Council k e &\‘ v\)a\z_\) 3 2004, fl and Approved.
Rich Fit/gerald

President of Council
Attest: (W\M |

John ‘Mascio
Chief Clerk of Council




From: Mascio, John

Sent: Friday, February 13, 2004 3:08 PM

To: Anthony-DelLuca; Dan Frankel; David Levdansky; Don Walko; Frank

: Dermody; Frank Pistella, H. William DeWeese; Harry Readshaw; Jake

Wheatley; Jeffrey Habay; John Maher; John Perzel, Joseph F. Markosek;
Joseph Preston, Jr.; Kenneth Ruffing; Marc Gergely; Michael Diven; Michael
R. Veon; Nick Kotik; Paul Costa; Samuel H. Smith; Susan Laughlin; Thomas:
C. Petrone; Tom Stevenson; David Brightbill; Jack Wagner; Jane Orig; Jay
Costa; Jeffery E. Piccola; Jim Ferlo; John Pippy; Michael A. O'Pake; Robert
J. Mellow; Robert Jubelirer; Sean Logan :

Subject: Bill No. 1441-04 - Motion of Allegheny County Council

Dear State Senators and Representatives

Attached is a motion expressing the sense of Allegheny County Council encouraging the
state legislature to pass House Resolution 426, which recognizes the impact that possible
closure of two veteran’s hospitals in western Pennsylvania would have on the health care
of veterans; and further, requesting that Congress reaffirm its commitment to quality
health care for veterans. The motion was presented by Councilman Bill Robinson and
approved unanimously at the Regular Meeting of County Council held on February 3,
2004. '

Your attention to this motion is requested.
John Mascio

Chief Clerk
Allegheny County Council

1441-04 Sense of
Council re Cl...




