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AN ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the County ofAllegheny Commonwealth ofPennsylvania amending Article
1203 1203 10 of the Administrative Code by providing that the charge of the Govemnent
Review Commission include recommendations surrounding any referendum question amding
the Home Rule Charter that is or will be considered during the Commission s term

WHEREAS Article XIII 5 of the Allegheny County Home Rule Charter provides for
a County Government Review Commission which is charged with studying the Charter and

County government to evaluate the effectiveness efficiency and equity of County governrnellt
and the Charter and

WHEREAS Article 1203 of the Administrative Code further providesfQt the

membership organization charge and activities of the Government Review COmJllission with
an intent to protect the taxpayers ofAllegheny County and allow those citizens better access to

and a larger voice in County government and

WHEREAS citizen participation in County government though voting to ameild the
Home Rule Charter and membership on the Government Review CQmmission is imperative in

responding to the concerns ofthe residents and taxpayers of this CotUlty and corresponds with
the Commission s charge to make recommendations on County government and amen ts to

the Home Rule Charter and

WHEREAS a ballot question to amend a Home Rule Charter in some cases provides
minimal direction or structure for changes to County government if the referendum passes
leaving the responsibility to the governmental body with little opportunity for further inpUt from
the citizens and

WHEREAS the use of the Government Review Commission to make recol1lnlendations

regarding direction or structure for changes to County government pursuant to aref

question regardless ofits approval or defeat insures that the citizens have a voice in tbeprocess
and are given access to the information data reports recordand other documents tbat are

necessary to make their recommendations

The Councilofthe County ofAllegheny hereby enacts asfollows

SECTION 1
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Article 1203 120310 ofthe Administrative Code is amended by adding anew subsectiOllDas
follows

1203 10 Activities of Review Commission

A The Review Commission shall hold such public hearings as it deems necessary for
the proper conduct ofits review

E The Review Commission shall have the power to conduct inquiries and investigations
to aid in the performance of its duties

C The County Council the Chief Executive and the County Manager shall make
available to the Review ComIl1issiotl all information data reports records and other
documents necessary for carrying outthe duties of the Review Commission This

cooperation shall be provided in a timely fashion and may include the attendlllnCeof

Department Directors at meetings and hearings

D Inthe event that a referendum question amending the County Home Rule Charter is
to be considered during its term the ReviewCommission shall also make

recommendations based on whether the question is approved or defeated

1 Ifthe referendum is approved bva ma10rity of electors and certified as such by
the Board of Elections the Review Commission shall consider theeffect ofthe

question and make recommendations regarding implementation of changes
includingorgarnzation practices and responsibilitiesili3t are to be altered

pursuant to the amendment Such reconunendations s1@1l also include a time
frame in which implementation could be accomplished

2 If the referendum is defeated the Review Commission shall consider theq tion
and make recommendations as to whether another question should be posed to the
electorate or whether other action should be taken to effectuate the premise ofthe
failed referendum

SECTION 2 Ifanyprovision ofthis Ordinance shall be determined ttbe
unlawful invalid void or unenforceable then that provision shall be CfJdered
severable from the remainingprovisiolfs ofthis Ordinance which shall be iil I
force and effect

SECTION 3 Any Resolution or Ordinance orpartthereof conflicting witlllie
provisions ofthis Ordinance is hereby repealed sofllr tU the same affects this
Ordinance

SPONSORED BY COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT WAYNE FONTANA
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Enacted Council this a Lday ofJj ec eNbeR 2004

Council Agenda No 8e O Lt

fiw
President GrCGUBeil

An tr John Mascio

CbiefChrk ofConDcil

f 23 2004

Approved
Dan Onorato
Chief Executive

D jk
Attest 1 J

Donna Be

Executive s retary
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