





Bill No. 6616-11
No. _________________
AN ORDINANCE
An Ordinance of the County of Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania directing that a referendum question amending Article III, Sections 3 and 5 of the Allegheny County Home Rule Charter, pursuant to the Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law and Second Class County Charter Law, be placed on the 2012 Primary Election ballot; and, further amending the Administrative Code of Allegheny County, contingent upon the passage of the referendum question.

WHEREAS, the citizens of Allegheny County adopted a Home Rule Charter, effective January 1, 2000, which provided for, among other things, a new County government as required by the Second Class County Charter Law consisting of an elected chief executive, an elected county council and the Independently Elected County Officials known as “the Row Officers”; and

WHEREAS, the Allegheny County Council and Chief Executive desire to submit a proposed ballot question to the citizens of Allegheny County which, if passed, would alter the composition of Allegheny County Council from 13 Members elected by District and 2 At-Large Members to 13 Members elected by District and 3 At-Large Members; and

WHEREAS, those Allegheny County residents choosing to remain unaffiliated with either major political party has increased to almost one hundred thousand (100,000) voters since the Home Rule Charter was drafted over a decade ago; and


WHEREAS, such a substantial number of Allegheny County residents registering as Independents and non-affiliated with any political party should justify adding another at-large Member of Council; and


WHEREAS, this new Countywide elected At-Large Member should be reserved for an individual who is registered as an Independent or non-affiliated with any political party; and


WHEREAS, the approval of a ballot question accomplishing these changes would necessitate certain amendments to the Administrative Code; and

WHEREAS, these changes will inure to the benefit of the citizens and taxpayers of Allegheny County by providing for the representation of more diverse views on Council, while promoting a more open, transparent and participatory government by increasing the opportunity for more citizens to serve as elected officials while also injecting new and fresh ideas into the County’s governance;
The Council of the County of Allegheny hereby enacts as follows: 

SECTION 1.

Incorporation of the Preamble.
The provisions set forth in the preamble to this Ordinance are incorporated by reference in their entirety herein.
SECTION 2.

Ballot Question.

Pursuant to the Second Class County Charter Law and the Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, the Allegheny County Board of Elections is directed to place the following question
on the 2012 Primary Ballot for consideration and approval by the registered electors of the County:
The Allegheny County Council currently comprises 15 Members of which 13 of these Members are elected by district with 2 At-Large Members who are elected on a Countywide basis.  Of these two At-Large Members, one At-Large Member has always been an individual registered with the Democratic Party and the other At-Large Member has always been an individual registered with the Republican Party. Should the Allegheny County Home Rule Charter be amended to provide for a County Council comprised of 16 Members, adding an At-Large Member reserved for an individual who is registered as an Independent or non-affiliated with any political party, which shall be elected on a Countywide basis?
SECTION 3.

Provisional Amendment of the Administrative Code; Terms 



and Term Limits.
If the Board of Election certifies that the ballot question set forth in Section 2 above has been approved by the registered electors of the County, then the Administrative Code shall be amended as follows and pursuant to the effective dates established in Section 4 of this Ordinance:
A.
Amendment of Article 301, §301.02:

§5-301.02.  Number of Council members.

The County Council shall be made up of 15 16 members, of whom 13 shall be elected from districts established throughout the County, and two three members from the County at-large.
SECTION 4.

Effective Dates.
A.
The provisions of Section 2 of this Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon the date of final approval.

B.
The provisions of Section 3 of this Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon the date of certification of passage of the date of certification of passage of the referendum provided for in Section 2, with the first election of the additional at-large Member of County Council to take place in the same year in which the other at-large Members would ordinarily be selected.
SECTION
5.
Severability.
   If any provision of this Ordinance shall be determined to be unlawful, invalid, void or unenforceable, then that provision shall be considered severable from the remaining provisions of this Ordinance which shall be in full force and effect.
SECTION
6.
Repealer.   Any Resolution or Ordinance or part thereof conflicting with the provisions of this Ordinance is hereby repealed so far as the same affects this Resolution.

PRIMARY SPONSOR:  COUNCIL MEMBER KRESS

Enacted in Council, this _____ day of _______________________, 2011, 

Council Agenda No. _________________.






_______________________________








James Burn



President of Council

Attest: ________________________________



Jennifer M. Liptak

       Allegheny County Council

Chief Executive Office _________________________, 2011
Approved:  _______________________________



Dan Onorato

Chief Executive

Attest:  __________________________________



Donna Fodi


Executive’s Assistant
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